SMCAF Endorsement of AVIP Page 1 of 2

e
! - _ :
%‘:*m THE S0QCIETY OF MEDICAL CONSULTANTS TO THE ARMED FORCES

FresmEn

Michiotas L. Rock, MO

6621 Strulrrann Lane

Fockviz_ VD 20852 T 5201 Leesbarg Pike

(307 }231.7022 Scptcmhcr ]I 1000 Falis Church, WA 23041

FAX[ 201 j463-6350 TTD3ERE 8400, FAXTOIOE-6000
Esnail prorfrpke com

Eccrctary -Treasures
Pedio N, Rivera, M0
FEC Corp, Sude 300

VICE-PREUDENT Execulive Direclar
Robert A Busthe, M.D Anne Hufrman
11563 Clora Bartan Dvive PO Box 2M0D
Faifax Station, Vb 2030 Kenaington, MD 20831-2700
[FUBAEI-357 A, FAL] ) FEs-5201 [301) 2353303, FARZU)T M- 3618

Eman: ibiethe Berols. com Email: smical@asl com

The Hororable William 5. Cohen
Secretary of Defensa

10C0 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary,

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the Executive Council of The Socrety of
Medical Consultants to the Armed Forces (SMUAP), acting for our membership, has approved a
resolution in support of the Depanment of Defense’s initiative 1o implement an Anthrax Vaccine
Inumunization Program for the military forczs.

The resolution states:

Whareas: Anthrax is the bioterrorism agent that troops would most likely encounter. It is
ubiquitous in nature, easily accessible, requires little kxnowledge and experience to work with,
needs only readily available wechnology, and is perhaps the most easily incorporated into a
weapon. Potential enemies have access W the weapon, Anllvax is as deadly as the Ebola virus,
[tis 59 percent fefhal o unvaccinated and wreated persons. Reportedly, a number of potential
adversaries are interesied or actively engaged in weapenizing anthrax.

Whereas: Anthrax is capable of generating large numbers of casualties, overwhelming
medical capzbilities and creating hysteria and chans. In one allegedly accidental release of
anthrax asroscl in Sverdlovsk, Hussia, in the mid "B0s, numerous civilian casuzlties and some
animals as far as 50 Km from the facility working with bio-warfare became ill. This
demonstrated its potential as a weapon of mass destruction. Anthrax has a short (rapid)
incubation period, we. only 1 - ¢ days, before eppearance of the clinical disease.

Whereas: The vaccine against anthrax has been in use for 23 years and has been proven to
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profect against the cutaneous form of the disezse in the large number of veterinarians, kercers,
wool workers and other occupational groups who have been against it aver this quarter cantury.
In exper. mental stadies with Bhesus monkeys it has been shown to protect trom inhalation
anthrax.

Whereas: ‘|te vaccire has been associated with no serious lasting adverse eflects despile
widespread use. Minor zdverse reactions resolve without permznent resicua. The military
vaccination program has reported on the adminisiration of over one million shots to morz than
325,000 personrel. There have been no deaths and the infrequent adverse reactions follow a
course of resolution. Most of theses represent headache, fever, soreness around the injection site,
or fatigue. All reports of zdverse events are reviewed by a panel of civilian academic experts
sponsorec by the Health Rescurces and Services Admiristration of the U. 5. Depariment of
Health and Human Services (DHHS), i.e. the Anthrax Vaceine Expert Committee (“AVEC").

Whereas: Administering the vaccine poses but few problems. Full immunity requires 6
injections, over 18 months; the first 3 within the first 2 months. After the first 2 doses (2 weeks
apert), protection is attained for 85 - 90 percent of those vaccinated. After the rd dose,
protection is attained for 5 percent of those vacrinated. With thz mobilily of personnel,
separations, retirements or resignations, 1t may prove difficult to complete the series, particularly
among Reserve and Mational Guard personnel. Thereforz, record keeping, for immunizaticns
and reporting, becomes an urgent priority. These dilficulties can be overcome by a
comprehensive, detailed case-monitoring and follow-on program. We arc eneouraged by the role
and the authority provided for the “AVEC” commitics, which provides on-line feedback and,
thereby. guidance to the vaccination program.

Be It Resolve that: The Saciety of Medical Consultants fo the Armed Forces endorses the
decizion of the Surgeons General (o proceed, with priority atention, to provide pr olection against
anthrax for our military forces.

We wish you well for the future as vou direct the Department of Defense.

Respectfally,
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Nitholas L. Rock, M.D.

President

CC: ASD Health Affeirs; SGs USAF, USA, USN



